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1. COURSE TITLE*: American Civic Literacy

2. CATALOG – PREFIX/COURSE NUMBER/COURSE SECTION*: PSCI 2201

3. PREREQUISITE(S)*: 					COREQUISITE(S)*:

4. COURSE TIME/LOCATION/MODALITY: (Course Syllabus – Individual Instructor Specific)

5. CREDIT HOURS*:		3			LECTURE HOURS*:  3
	LABORATORY HOURS*: (contact hours)	OBSERVATION HOURS*:

6. FACULTY CONTACT INFORMATION: (Course Syllabus – Individual Instructor Specific)

7. COURSE DESCRIPTION*: In accordance with Ohio Revised Code §3345.382, this course provides a comprehensive, document-based study of American civic literacy through the analysis of essential primary source texts. Students will engage directly with the full texts of the U.S. Constitution, Declaration of Independence, selected Federalist Papers, the Emancipation Proclamation, the Gettysburg Address, and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Letter from Birmingham Jail. The course also includes a study of capitalism and the American economic system through selected readings from Adam Smith’s The Wealth of Nations.
Students will critically examine these primary source documents in their historical, political, and philosophical contexts to better understand the principles of liberty, governance, civil rights, and economic freedom. The course concludes with a cumulative final assessment, as required by law, to evaluate student mastery of the required texts and concepts.









8. LEARNING OUTCOMES*: 
1. Explain the core principles of the American economic system, including capitalism, and describe how Adam Smith’s The Wealth of Nations, including the concept of the invisible hand, influenced its development.
2. Interpret the Declaration of Independence in its historical, legal, and philosophical context.
3. Analyze the United States Constitution in its historical, legal, and philosophical context.
4. Evaluate the arguments presented in Federalist Nos. 10, 39, 51, 70, and 78, and defend their significance in shaping the structure and functions of the U.S. government.
5. Assess the civic influence and constitutional significance of the Emancipation Proclamation.
6. Analyze the rhetorical and civic impact of the Gettysburg Address.
7. Evaluate Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Letter from Birmingham Jail in the context of the Civil Rights Movement, and connect its call for justice to earlier struggles for liberty, including the Emancipation Proclamation.
8. Demonstrate mastery of the required documents and ideas by successfully completing a cumulative final examination in compliance with ORC §3345.382.

9. ADOPTED TEXTS*: All materials are provided free of charge in full-text form through public domain and Open Educational Resources (OER). Required readings include:
· The United States Constitution (Preamble, Articles I–VII, Bill of Rights, and Amendments)
· The Declaration of Independence
· Federalist Papers Nos. 10, 39, 51, 70, and 78 (Nos. 1 and 85 recommended for enrichment)
· The Emancipation Proclamation
· The Gettysburg Address
· Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Letter from Birmingham Jail
· Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations (selected readings, approximately 50 pages of text)
Supplemental OER materials will also be provided 



10. OTHER REQUIRED MATERIALS: (SEE APPENDIX C FOR TECHNOLOGY REQUEST FORM.)**





11. GRADING SCALE***: 

Grading will follow the policy in the catalog.  The scale is as follows:
	
A:  90 – 100
	B:  80 – 89
	C:  70 – 79
	D:  60 – 69
	F:  0 – 59

12. GRADING PROCEDURES OR ASSESSMENTS: 

	Category
	1000 POINTS

	
% of Grade

	Course Expectations Video & Attendance
	10
	1%

	Discussion (1)
	50
	5%

	Module Quizzes (7x20)
	140
	14%

	Reflection Journals (3)
	300
	30%

	Midterm (1) Paper/PPT Option
	100
	10%

	Mini-Research Paper
	100
	10%

	Practice Exam
	50
	5%

	Final Cumulative Exam (required to pass course)
	250
	25%

	Total
	1000
	100%




13. COURSE METHODOLOGY: (Course Syllabus – Individual Instructor Specific)









14. 	COURSE OUTLINE: (Course Syllabus – Individual Instructor Specific) 
(Insert sample course outline with learning outcomes tied to assignments / topics.)

	Week
	Topic
	Learning Objectives

	1
	The Promise of Liberty
 Focus: Origins of American ideals of liberty and independence
 Readings: Declaration of Independence (1776)


	LO 2

	2
	A More Perfect Union
 Focus: The Constitution’s framework and debates over republicanism and factions
 Readings: U.S. Constitution (1787); Federalist Nos. 39 and 10


	LO 3

	3
	Power Divided, Liberty Secured
 Focus: Separation of powers, checks and balances, executive energy, and judicial review
 Readings: Federalist Nos. 51, 70, and 78


	LO 4

	4
	The American Economic System (Mid-Term)
 Focus: Foundations of capitalism and the American economic system
 Readings: Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations (1776, selections ~50 pages) and additional OER


	LO 1

	5
	A New Birth of Freedom (The Civil War)
 Focus: Lincoln’s redefinition of the Civil War and executive action on slavery
 Readings: Gettysburg Address (1863); Emancipation Proclamation (1863)


	LO5, LO 6

	6
	Liberty Unfinished: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
 Focus: Civil Rights Movement and the unfinished promise of liberty
 Readings: Letter from Birmingham Jail (1963); revisit Emancipation Proclamation (1863)


	L05, LO7

	7
	Preparing for Final Exam
 Focus: Review and synthesis of all required documents
 Practice exam


	LO 1-7

	8
	Cumulative Final Exam
 Focus: Comprehensive assessment of civic literacy and mastery of required texts
 Must pass to pass course


	LO 1-8





15.	SPECIFIC MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS***:

16.	FERPA: *

Students need to understand that their work may be seen by others. Others may see students’ work when being distributed, during group project work, or if it is chosen for demonstration purposes. Students also need to know that there is a strong possibility that their work may be submitted to other entities for the purpose of plagiarism checks. 

17. 	ACCOMMODATIONS: *

Students requesting accommodations may contact Ryan Hall, Accessibility Coordinator at rhall21@sscc.edu or 937-393-3431, X 2604.

Students seeking a religious accommodation for absences permitted under Ohio’s Testing Your Faith Act must provide the instructor and the Academic Affairs office with written notice of the specific dates for which the student requires an accommodation and must do so no later than fourteen (14) days after the first day of instruction or fourteen (14) days before the dates of absence, whichever comes first. For more information about Religious Accommodations, contact Ryan Hall, Accessibility Coordinator at rhall21@sscc.edu or 937-393-3431 X 2604.

18. 	OTHER INFORMATION***:



SYLLABUS TEMPLATE KEY
* Item cannot be altered from that which is included in the master syllabus approved by the Curriculum Committee.

** Any alteration or addition must be approved by the Curriculum Committee

*** Item should begin with language as approved in the master syllabus but may be added to at the discretion of the faculty member.


	
	
	



	
	
	



image1.png




